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As most of you know by 
now, Bill and Mary Szelag will be moving 
as a result of a job transfer. It’s a terrific op-
portunity for them and while we share their 
joy, we will miss them terribly.  
 
It’s never easy saying goodbye to friends and as Bill and Mary leave us to embark on yet another ad-
venture, Steve and I would like to share some memories of a long and lasting friendship. Within the 
MCR membership, perhaps we’ve known them the longest, almost 30 years so we hope you’ll indulge us 

“Farewell 
to the 

Szelags”  
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“TECH TIP”

If you are removing a wheel and you find that after the 
lugnuts are removed, the wheel is stuck to the hub, it is 

maybe due to corrosion around the center hole of the wheel causing it to adhere to 
the center hub. To release the wheel from the hub, put a couple of lugnuts loosely 
back on two opposite studs. Spin the wheel by hand and abruptly apply the brake. 
The brake drum or rotor and hub will stop and the inertia of the spinning wheel will 
cause the wheel to break free from the hub.  Al Ferry
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Greetings from the President

Finally our trek into the great outdoors begins. Officially 
our cruising season opens with our own All Oldsmobile 
Spring Dust-Off on Sunday, May 20 at Rotary Park in 
Livonia to be followed by the Lansing Homecoming in 
June and the Bowling Green OCA Nationals in July. By 
then we’ll be revved up for the Woodward Dream Cruise 
in August not to mention our fall line up of activities 
including Frankenmuth and Traverse City. All dates for 
these events are on our web site. In addition, because of 
Bill and Mary Szelag’s departure from the club, two 
positions need filling: Activities Director and Merchandise 
Coordinator. Please contact me if you are interested. . 
Also Dennis and Karon Piskorowski, who are the raffle /
auction coordinators for the 2008 OCA Nationals want 
your help. Any member who has something they’d like to 
donate can bring that item/items to any meeting for 
collection.   
 
Steve Apking

Editor’s Notes

We’ve added something to the 
newsletter this month.  It is 
simply titled FYI and will list car 
shows and cruises. Because both 
Steve and Alan get notices mailed 
to them periodically regarding 
different events, we thought it 
fair to list those that come 
across our desks and let the 
membership know about them. 
Though we can’t attend 
everything as a club, there just 
might be a car show or a cruise 
nearby that you could take 
advantage of.  We will list dates, 
locations and contacts. The rest 
is up to you if you are interested. 
If you know of other cruises or 
car shows that would be of 
particular interest to us, please 
let us know and we will include 
them every month or so as they 
come our way. Also take a look at 
our recipe section. You might find 
something new to take to that 
next picnic or potluck.  

Sue Apking &
Kelly Ferry



MAY

2007

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

29 30 1 2 3 4 5 Cinco de Mayo

MCR Dinner 
Cruise

Cindy Klemm

6 Bearing 
Burners Auto 
Show

Sue Apking

7 8 9 10 11 12

13 Mother’s Day 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 Dust off 
Livonia

21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 Memorial 
Day

Tina Zaenger

29 30 John Elliott 31 1 2

UPCOMING EVENTS: JUNE 16 OLDSMOBILE HOMECOMING
   JUNE 30 MEETING/PICNIC AT DENNIS & KARON PISKOROWSKI’S HOME
   JULY 17- 22 2007 BOWLING GREEN OCA NATIONALS
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Welcome New Member
Welcome, Tom Roth and Peter Colangelo to the Motor City Rockets. We’re 
glad you decided to join us. Please come to our next event 
and introduce yourselves!



“Farewell to the Szelags”    con’t. from Page 1

Both Bill and Steve began their careers with Oldsmobile as DSMITS, an acronym for district service manager in 
training. There began the common thread.  After a brief training session in Lansing, Bill and Steve were assigned 
their first districts. If you lived the life of a DSMIT, this was your goal. Suddenly all of us found ourselves in 
Texas:  Szelags in Dallas; Apkings in Amarillo. It was fun and exciting, although we still kid Bill and Mary that they 
got the better deal. They actually got to see trees and green grass in Dallas while we got to see sand and brown 
grass in Amarillo. 

That was just the beginning of several job transfers and moves around the country for both of us. Collectively 
we lived in five states: MI; TX; IL; CA and NY. During these many years, we’ve stayed at each other’s homes, 
eaten many meals together, worked on each other’s cars, attended a few Nationals together and we’ve been 
known to play a mean game of volleyball in our time.  (Remember the St. Gerard’s church league?) Though dis-
tance often kept us separated, our friendship could always be renewed with a phone call where we would catch 
up on the latest with each other. Many of you may not know this but Bill and Mary have a side business. They 
run a bed and breakfast for those GM employees who find themselves between moves. It’s quite a gesture that 
allowed us to save greatly on hotel expenses when we made our last move to Mi. They graciously opened their 
home to us and listened patiently as we complained about the price of homes and encouraged us when we 
didn’t think we’d ever find one. And oh yes, how they listened to Steve when he’d complain about the commute.

We’ve shared a lot of good times with Bill and Mary through the years. Most recently are the experiences we’ve 
shared with them through the club. Those of you who regularly attend our events can attest to the fun we’ve all 
had at MCR outings and the hand the Szelags had in most of them. It was Bill who spearheaded our involvement 
with the Dream Cruise and also our first outing to Frankenmuth as the spotlight club, not to mention our events 
at Great Lakes Hobby Shop and Shelby Twp. Lions Club.  And thanks to Mary, we’ve all been supplied with our 
MCR clothing through the years. She took excellent care in keeping track of inventory and always kept our 
club’s budget in mind when scouting for vendors. Our hosting of the 2008 National meet is much the result of 
Bill’s efforts as co-chair. His and Alan’s leadership and guidance is the reason we are as far along as we are in 
the preparations.
 
 I know that the membership joins us in saying goodbye. 
So to you, Bill and Mary, we tip our hat and say thank you 
for everything you brought to our club. Your enthusiasm, 
hard work, commitment and most of all, your sense of fun 
will be missed.  In honor of their contributions to the club, 
a “Spirit Award” was created and presented to them at 
the April meeting. The award however will stay with the 
club and will be given yearly to that MCR member or 
members who best exemplifies those traits that became 
synonymous with the Szelags. 

WE LOVE YOU GUYS!

SUE APKING
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MCR Meeting Minutes
Saturday, April 21, 2007
Dearborn Hyatt Regency 

• Steve began the meeting at 9:00 AM and 
welcomed the 21 members who were pre-
sent. Steve then acknowledged the April 
birthdays and announced lunch would follow at the Olive Garden. 
There were no officers’ reports.

• Steve reviewed the season’s activities from May through August. 
Dates, times and descriptions of these events are on website. 
Reminders will be sent via e-mail before each event.

• We presently have 10 members signed up for the Concours d’E-
legance on Aug. 5.

• Jeff Pregler confirmed location for the Dream Cruise. It will be at 
the Charter One branch bank located in Bloomfield Hills at Long 
Lake/Woodward. There will be fewer spots than last year. Spots 
will be for MCR members only. As date draws near, specific de-
tails will be provided.

• There was some discussion of going to Bakers in Milford for a 
50/50 day. Will check with Chris Baker for date, probably looking 
at July or August.

• Verlonda Thompson of the DMVCB attended the meeting and 
gave a presentation on how their organization can support the 
2008 OCA Nationals. She will also provide materials for our dis-
play at this year’s  Bowling Green OCA Nationals.

• Meeting was adjourned at 9:45 AM.  
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A Brief History of
The First 100 Years of the Automobile Industry

in the United States

Chapter 3 - How Detroit became the Motor City
by Richard A. Wright

In 1901, an oil well on a farm in Texas erupted in an 
incredible geyser, a steam valve blew up in New 
York and an auto factory burned down in Detroit.

These three seemingly unrelated events did much 
to make Detroit the automotive capital and to 
shape the still embryonic industry.

When the famous oil gusher called "Spindletop" was 
brought in on a farm near Beaumont, Texas, the 
country's petroleum production was doubled overnight. A seemingly inexhaustible supply of cheap 
fuel for automobiles had been discovered. The availability of low-priced fuel gave added impetus to 
the internal combustion engine in its competition with steam and electric power and to this day has 
had a tremendous impact on the U.S. car market, American attitudes toward cars and driving and 
the shape of the cars themselves. (You may not think it's cheap, but in constant dollars gasoline 
costs less today than it did 25 years ago when it was 30 cents a gallon.)

In New York, two Detroit investors, Henry B. Joy and his brother-in-law, Truman Newberry, were at the 
second annual New York Auto Show in 1901. Joy had decided to enter the auto business and was 
looking for a car company to buy.

The only car maker in Detroit was Oldsmobile and Ransom E. Olds was not interested in selling his 
company. Joy had been told that the Locomobile, a luxury steam car, was a likely prospect and he 
and Newberry were examining one when a pressure gauge exploded near Newberry's head, shower-
ing both Detroiters with hot water and dousing their interest in steamers.

They began looking for a gasoline car and were impressed with the Packard, built in Warren, Ohio, by 
James W. Packard. Joy bought the rights to the Packard and moved the company to Detroit. He 
commissioned a young architect named Albert Kahn to build a plant, which still stands on East Grand 
Boulevard. Kahn would design many more auto plants around the world, but from this first one would 
come a half-century of high-quality luxury cars.

But the Packard plant was not the first to be specially built for production of cars. The first was built 
in 1900 by Ransom E. Olds, a young automotive wizard from Lansing who had actually built cars and 
ran them several years before the Duryeas did and perhaps as early as Daimler and Benz in Ger-
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many. But they were steam-powered and Olds was coming to the view that the relatively new 
internal-combustion gasoline engine was the way to go.

It appears that Michigan became the center of the auto industry not because of any inexorable his-
torical forces, or because of its geography, but because of the unique people who were there and 
who came to the state in those formative years.

The first Olds plant was built on East Jefferson, near the Belle Isle Bridge. While the plant was being 
built, Olds' engineering people designed and built 11 pilot models, including several sizes of cars and 
a couple of electrics.

Among them was a small, light horseless carriage with a singlecylinder, water-cooled four-cycle en-
gine at the rear. Its most distinctive feature was its curved dashboard. The little Curved Dash Olds 
was a favorite in the plant, but it was not widely known to the public and was not much of a factor in 
the company's sales. It was considered a "mascot" or a "toy."

But in March, 1901, fire destroyed most of the Olds Motor Works and the only car that was saved 
was the Curved Dash Olds. Olds decided to rebuilt immediately and to put all the firm's production 
resources into the little Curved Dash Olds, the "Merry Oldsmobile" of musical fame.

It was a momentous decision, because it committed Olds to production of a small, relatively inexpen-
sive car, the first "high-volume" model.

Proving the adage that it's an ill wind that blows no good, the fire had a positive effect -- news of the 
fire made thousands of people aware of the car. Inquiries and orders began arriving, some accompa-
nied by cash payments.

By late summer, Olds had so many orders that he sought an outside source for engines. So he went 
to see another man who was a potent factor in making Detroit the Motor City -- Henry M. Leland, 
head of Leland and Faulconer Co., foremost machine shop in the Midwest. Leland agreed to build 
2,000 engines for Olds. It was the first large component order by an auto maker to an outside sup-
plier.

Olds then ordered 2,000 transmissions from a smaller machine shop owned by John and Horace 
Dodge. Olds announced he would produce and sell 4,000 automobiles the following year, which was 
equal to the total production in the United States the preceding year.

Unlike the approach used in Europe and New England of hand-building one car at a time, Olds 
planned to mass-produce cars, to put the world on affordable wheels. In a few years, Henry Ford 
would do just that, working on the foundation laid by Ransom E. Olds.

One of the ways auto makers drew attention to their vehicles in those days was to take trips in them. 
No one had driven from Detroit to New York, so Olds commissioned a young associate, Roy D. 
Chapin, to drive a Curved Dash Olds to New York for an appearance at the New York Auto Show.
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(Another young associate of Olds in 1901 was John Maxwell, who later built his own car -- made fa-
mous by comedian Jack Benny's jokes about his old Maxwell -- and whose firm was the forerunner of 
Chrysler Corp.)

Chapin left Detroit on Tuesday, Oct. 29, 1901. The New York show opened the following Saturday, 
Nov. 2. He went through Ontario to Niagara Falls, covering 278 miles on Wednesday, an amazing per-
formance.

He crossed into the United States on Thursday, then on Friday he encountered heavy rains between 
Syracuse and Albany. Wagon drivers warned him that the muddy roads were impassable.

Chapin pondered his situation. He reasoned that barges, pulled by mules, moved along the Erie Canal 
in any kind of weather. The towpath used by the mules was level and finished well.

On inquiring about using the towpath, he was told it was federal property and that he would be jailed 
if he used it. Fifteen minutes later, he pulled the little Olds onto the all-weather road that stretched 
along the canal to the horizon.

By evening, he was within 200 miles of his goal, the Waldorf-Astoria in New York City. Saturday he 
stopped to replace a bent axle, but still covered 120 miles. He planned to reach the hotel on Sunday.

But after 50 uneventful miles, his transmission developed trouble and had to be rebuilt, which took 
all day Monday. He started out early Tuesday and on Fifth Avenue, only blocks from the Waldorf-
Astoria, he swerved to avoid hitting a man who stepped in front of the Olds. The car hit the curb and 
deformed a wheel. Chapin bent it back as best he could and drove on.

Roy Chapin, who would later head the Hudson Motor Car Co. and whose son, Roy Jr., would head 
American Motors Corp., had completed the longest automobile trip that had been made in this coun-
try up until that time. Ransom Olds was waiting in the lobby of the hotel to greet him, but Chapin -- 
covered with grease and dust -- was ordered by the doorman to use the service entrance at the rear 
of the hotel.

Of all the automotive giants of that era, undoubtedly the most underestimated has been Henry Le-
land. It is virtually impossible to overstate his contributions to the auto industry. Yet his hame never 
appeared on a car's nameplate and the only remembrances of him in the Motor City he did so much 
to create are names on a street and a former hotel.

This man built engines for Olds, the first mass-produced car in the world and the first to be pro-
duced in Detroit. He improved the Olds engine by redesigning valve ports and raising its compres-
sion and offered it to Olds, who turned him down.

So in 1902, Leland took the engine to a meeting of directors of the Henry Ford Co., who had gath-
ered to close the business. The company had been formed by four investors to exploit the work of 
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Ford, but there had been a misunderstanding and Ford had quit the company, so it had nothing to 
build or sell.

(Disagreements between the strong-willed inventors who designed and built cars and the hard-
headed businessmen who backed them financially were not unusual. Olds also disagreed with his fi-
nancial backers and left the company, which kept the name Oldsmobile. He went back to Lansing 
whence he came and built a car bearing his initials, the Reo. The original Oldsmobile company, which 
became a division of General Motors, also moved to Lansing.) Leland's engine was so compact that 
he could carry it into the room. The directors were impressed and after Leland's presentation, de-
cided to build a car using this advanced motor.

But the car was not called the Leland. At Leland's suggestion, it was named after the French explorer 
who founded Detroit, Antoine de la Mothe Cadillac. With its small, efficient single-cylinder engine, the 
"one-lunger" Cadillac was an immediate success.

As the master machinist, Leland achieved a degree of interchangeability of parts that had been 
sought but not quite reached by Olds. After rigorous testing by the Royal Automobile Club in Great 
Britain, the Cadillac was the first American car to win the club's Dewar Trophy for distinguished 
automotive achievement.

Leland would later sell his Cadillac company to General Motors and serve as an executive running 
that division, then leave the corporation after disagreements over just how high the quality of the car 
should be and a heated dispute over the corporation's role in World War 1.

He started another company to build aircraft engines for the war effort, later shifted to automobile 
production. He named his new car after a longtime hero of his and the Lincoln became a competitor 
to Cadillac and Packard in the luxury-car market. (Leland later sold Lincoln to Ford Motor Co.)

Leland's influence was also personal. On one occasion, Leland lectured the head of a leading supplier 
of roller bearings on the importance of precision machining. Leland had measured some bearings 
with a micrometer and said to him: "Your Mr. Steenstrup told me these bearings would be accurate to 
one 1,000th of an inch. But look here (pointing out variations). Even though you make thousands, the 
first and last should be precisely alike."

On the receiving end of the lecture was Alfred P. Sloan Jr., head of Hyatt Roller Bearing Co., later to 
become the legendary head of General Motors and architect of modern American management the-
ory.

Of his encounter with Leland, Sloan said many years later: " A genuine conception of what mass pro-
duction should mean really grew in me with that conversation." 

Printed with permission
Copyright 1996, Richard A. Wright
Published by Wayne State University's Department of Communications
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Recipes 
This is a refreshing salad I had at work the other day and I thought with summer picnics upon us this would be a 
great addition to any summer outing. Enjoy. Kelly

Grape Salad
4 lbs. Grapes cleaned, and halved
8 oz. cream cheese, softened
8 oz sour cream
1/2 cup sugar 
1/2 brown sugar
1/2 cup crushed pecans

Cream together cream cheese, sour cream and sugar. Mix in grapes. Top with brown sugar and pecans.

FYI
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LANCASTER OLD CAR CLUB
44th Annual Spring Festival

June 2 & 3, 2007 
FEATURED CARS ‒

OLDSMOBILE, 110TH ANNIVERSARY.
Fairfield County Fairground

Lancaster, Ohio
www.lancasteroldcarclub.org
Ernie Harter 740 862-8233

NATIONAL CHERRY FESTIVAL
HAGERTY FAMILY CAR SHOW

July 8, 2007
Traverse City, MI

www.cherryfestival.org/carshow
Bob DeKorne 231 933-3766

10TH ANNUAL DICK MILLER 
OLDSMOBILE 

POWERED SHOW
July 13-15, 2007

Norwalk, OH
dmracing1@aol.com

662 233- 2301

NORTHERN OHIO CHAPTER
24TH ANNUAL ALL 

OLDSMOBILE CAR SHOW /
 SWAP MEET

August 19, 2007
Alliance, OH

mcibulas@neo.rr.com
330 492-8154

http://www.lancasteroldcarclub.org
http://www.lancasteroldcarclub.org
http://www.cherryfestival.org/carshow
http://www.cherryfestival.org/carshow
mailto:dmracing1@aol.com
mailto:dmracing1@aol.com
mailto:mcibulas@neo.rr.com
mailto:mcibulas@neo.rr.com


MCR OFFICERS
MCR President  Steve Apking 

president@motorcityrockets.com
MCR Vice President Dan Evans 
vicepresident@motorcityrockets.com
MCR Treasurer  Alan Wilcox 
treasurer@motorcityrockets.com
MCR Secretary  Tom Bejma 

secretary@motorcityrockets.com 

OTHER MCR POSITIONS
MCR Newsletter Editors       Sue Apking
          Kelly Ferry
editor@motorcityrockets.com

MCR Activities Director           TBD 
events@motorcityrockets.com

MCR MERCHANDISE
To view our merchandise please visit

http://www.motorcityrockets.com/merchandise.htm
To Purchase please contact

TBD
merchandise@motorcityrockets.com 

MCR HISTORIAN
Dorothy Maseles

historian@motorcityrockets.com 

If you have any Oldsmobile or MCR Club 
items that you would like to provide.

MCR WEB MASTER 
Brian Lorway

webmaster@motorcityrockets.com 

if you have any comments or suggestions 
for the MCR web site.

MCR WEB SITE
www.motorcityrockets.com 

 
The MCR web site includes: 
An Event Calendar ‒ Where all MCR 

members can schedule or post club events 
 Chat Application ‒ Rocket Chat ‒ 

Where MCR members can host chat rooms  
 An Archive Area ‒ Where all prior years 

event photos and documents are stored 
 An Event Photo Gallery ‒ A display of 

current year event photos 
 The Bulletin Board - Club member de-

tails and  National updates - register to 
gain access.
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MCR SERVICE TEAM
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mailto:vicepresident@motorcityrockets.com
mailto:vicepresident@motorcityrockets.com
mailto:starfire@wt.net
mailto:starfire@wt.net
mailto:eleanorroediger@aol.com
mailto:eleanorroediger@aol.com
mailto:editor@motorcityrockets.com
mailto:editor@motorcityrockets.com
mailto:oldscat@comcast.net
mailto:oldscat@comcast.net
http://livepage.apple.com/
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mailto:merchandise@motorcityrockets.com
mailto:merchandise@motorcityrockets.com
mailto:historian@motorcityrockets.com
mailto:historian@motorcityrockets.com
mailto:webmaster@motorcityrockets.com
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