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Greetings from the President: 
 

 

 

Happy April Rockets! It looks like the weather is finally starting to turn for the better 

(despite the snow that was on the ground this morning when I got up), we have had 

one good rain and another is expected later this week to wash the rest of the salt off of 

the roads. Then it will be time to fire up those Rockets and start showing them off 

again. Speaking of showing off our Rockets, our April meeting is still in the final 

planning stages, but there are some things we know for sure:  

1. It will be down south in Canada. So, that means, if you are planning 

on going you need either a valid passport or an enhanced driver’s 

license. We will be touring the RM Auction House and Restoration 

Center and Collection (museum) in Blenheim, Ontario (if you are like 

me, and have no idea where Blenheim is, it’s just south of Chatham-

Kent. If that isn’t helpful either, it’s 1 hour and 45 minutes from my 

house in Farmington Hills, according to MapQuest, and assuming 

there is no issue at the border).  

2. If the weather is nice, some of us will be driving our Oldsmobiles to 

the Meeting Across the River (blatant Bruce Springsteen reference 

thrown in). This is not a requirement to attend the meeting, but I 

know we do love to drive our Oldsmobiles so this is a great chance to. 

For those of you who are going to plan on taking your Olds if the 

weather is nice, we will determine a meeting spot so that we can 

caravan there.  

3. It will be on Saturday, April 25th. Time is still to be determined.  

Our March event was a big success, it sure is amazing how they put those vehicles 

together. It also amazes me how every auto plant smells the same. Thanks again to 

Ken Kress and Martha Pregler for setting it up, and to Jeff Pregler for coordinating it 

all.  

I was hoping to go to the Bearing Burners show the first weekend in May, but 

apparently GM couldn’t play nice and they are not allowed to host it at the Tech 

Center anymore. It looks like it is cancelled for this year. Too bad, they always had a 

great swap meet and a bunch of really nice cars there.  

That’s all I’ve got for the moment; now get ready to light those Rockets! 

Alan 
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Editor’s 

Notes 
 

 

 

I am putting “Tag You’re It” on hold for a while since we have not had response in the last two 

months.  I will, perhaps, bring it back out at a later time.   

I would love to hear from anyone who would like to share a story or a picture.  This is your 

newsletter after all.  If I don’t get anything from you, I will just find some things to fill in the 

holes, but it makes it more interesting to hear from more people than just me. 

I will be going back to the ‘every other month’ newsletter starting in June. Mainly because there 

is not a lot of info coming in for me to use.  That being said, I would love to have someone 

write up an article, with photos, for the June Homecoming.  Phil will be attending but I will be 

out of town that day and out of the country the next and unable to put anything together.  If you 

can help me out, let me know and thank you. 

There are still a few MCR calendars left for sale if you would like to have additional pics of 

your beautiful cars.  Let me know if you are interested.   

Happy Motoring and watch out for those darn pot holes! 

Jill Woodward 

 

 

FOR SALE: See Cindy 
Klemm for more details. 
Our newest Rocket accessory - 
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MOTOR CITY ROCKETS          

MEMBERSHIP MEETING FEBRUARY 15, 2015 

VALENTINES BOWLING AND MEETING 

 

 The meeting was called to order by Alan Wilcox, President, at 11:25 am there were 23 members in attendance.    

 Alan thanked Pat and Suzi Macaluso for all their hard work in setting up the event. 

 There was nothing to report from the Dave Tucker, Vice President.  

 Cindy Klemm distributed the minutes from the January 2015, there were no corrections. 

 Dave Engel, Treasurer reported that we are in good financial standing and our bank account is healthy.  We are sending a donation to the 

REO Transportation Museum in memory of Mike Franks for $467.00. 

 Jeff Pregler, Activities Chair reported on the March meeting in detail, we will be meeting at the Henry Ford Museum where we will meet at 

the I-Max Theater, watch a short movie and from there we will be bussed to the Ford Rouge Plant for a tour.  We have hired guides for the tour.  

After we will be returning to an old favorite and familiar place, Buddy’s Pizza for lunch. 

 The location for Homecoming has been changed due to construction.  The new location has more parking spaces (Alan counted them?!) 

as well as more green space.   

 Steve Apking, Membership Chair reported we have 129 members including 19 associate members. 

 Donna Franks introduced her daughter Kara who thanked us for all of the support we have given to Donna and the family at this difficult 

time. 

 Alan mentioned that the possible meeting place for April may require a passport or enhanced driver’s license, a poll was taken and only a 

few members needed to acquire one.  More will be discussed at a later date.   

 Alan also mentioned the passing of Jack Tokie’s mother Betty and Jake Hoover’s father, Jacob.  Please keep them in your prayers as they 

adjust to life without their loved ones. 

 Suzi Macaluso distributed the ladies “Bling” for this year and apologized to the gents that this year is ladies only.  Thank you Suzi you 

always make this event great. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 11:48. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Klemm 

Secretary             
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EVENTS 
 

 

April 25 – The MCR event for April is a Mystery Trip to Canada.  Those going WILL need 
either a passport OR a Michigan Enhanced Driver’s License in order to get into and out of 
Canada.  Look for more information from our Events Coordinator, Jeff Pregler, in the days to 
come. 

 

May 30 – In  

May, hopefully, we will FINALLY be able to take our wonderful show cars out of storage, dust 
them off and be ready to show them off.  Join us on May 30 for MCR’s annual ‘Dust Off’ at the 
home of Pat and Suzi Macaluso.  More information will be coming on this event. 

 

June 20 – Oldsmobile Homecoming – see the flyer on the next page.  This is a GREAT event!  
Beautiful cars; great swap meet; prizes; food; friends; and everything Oldsmobile you could 
hope for.   
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Come spend a great day with fellow Oldsmobile enthusiasts! 
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This photo is from a 1964 car 
show - not sure where it was.  
Oldsmobile was a sponsor of 
the Miss America Pageant and 
that is Miss America Donna 
Axum signing autographs for 
people.  My father, on Donna’s 
left, was her ‘security’ while she 
was at the show.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
EAGLE EYE – 
 

The March Olds Logo was located in the shamrock decoration on the bottom of page 4.  Our 
Eagle Eyed Rockets are: 

Dave Engle – came in first followed by: 

Suzi Macaluso, Steve Apking, Karl Kimball and Dorothy Maseles.  Congratulations to you all.  
Great hunting. 
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Birthday wishes go out to: 
 

April 8  Paulette Width                                            

April 10 Dave Engle 

April 14 Bob Jones 

  Phil Woodward 

April 19 Sonee Lapadot 

April 21 Sharon Hoover 

April 24 Pat Macaluso 

 

 

I would like to welcome the “newest member” of the Motor City Rocket family –  

A 1996 Olds Ninety Eight (proud parents Pat and Suzi Macaluso) 
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March Event –  

47 Motor City Rockets and 
their friends took a tour of 
the F*** F-150 Truck Plant.  
(That car company is still a 
“4 letter word that is NOT to 
be used in this house” as my 
dad would jokingly say.)  
Photo taking was not 
allowed inside the plant so I 
hope you will excuse the lack of pictures.  It was NOT for lack of wanting to snap away as I 
walked thru the plant.  I want to thank Martha Pregler and Ken Kress for arranging the 
wonderful day.   

These were my highlights: Ford estimates that the average worker is 5’9.5” tall so all of their 
lifts for certain jobs go up and down to fit a person that height.  All of the work is to be done 
between “knee and shoulder” height in order to avoid strain.  They have 2 shifts, M-F, that are 
10 hours long and 1-10 hr. shift in Sat. and Sunday.  They have 1000 employees/shift.  Each 
work station has 1 minute to perform their duty and they produce 60 trucks/hour.   

The vehicle enters the paint room first and the cab, doors, bed are attached at this point.  They 
have a 7-sec. change over in paint colors so they no longer have to paint all the white trucks one 
day, blue the next, and so on.  Once they are painted, the trucks enter the assembly floor where 
the doors and bed are removed in order to install the rest of the vehicle.  The moon-roof weighs 
170 pounds and is lifted by an articulated arm.  Our guide told me that since they use robots and 
mechanical lifts, the female work force has increased to 30%.  Putting in the headliner is the 
ONLY job that take 4 people to install.  All others require only 1 person. 

The most unique job I saw was a man sitting on a “chair” on the end of an articulated arm and 
the arm would slide him in and out of the cab to perform his job.  The guide said this chair is 
nicknamed the “Happy Chair” and there are only 3 on them on the whole assembly line.  
Workers used to have to use a step stool to get up and inside and then outside and was VERY 
hard on the knees.  The “Happy Chair” is not as cushy a job as it looked, I was told, as the 
worker still has to lift his legs up and down and is exhausted at the end of his shift.  It still 
looked like it would be fun to me. 

The funniest thing to happen to me that day was, I had made up a fake “Press Pass” that said I 
was the MCR newsletter editor and photographer.  I had made this up because I can’t seem to 
find my name tag anywhere and I figured this way people would know who I was.  Well, the 
guide seemed to walk beside me and explain the entire process as we were going thru the plant.  
I didn’t mind because I was quite interested in all that was going on.  At one point near the end, 
we were separated from the rest of the group when he asked me how I got to have a ‘Press Pass’ 
as everyone would be on their best behavior and helping me out all they could so it would 
reflect in the “newspaper!”  I told him it was sort of a joke, but I was the newsletter (not paper) 
editor.  He left me after that!  What is MORE funny is, when I looked at my “Press Pass” I had 
neglected to EVEN PUT my name on the thing!  So much for my innovative name tag!  

It was a wonderful event and I can even say ‘Ford’ now without fear of having my mouth 
washed out – (l.o.l.) 
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"A Lifetime Journey with Olds" 

 

On our way to Florida, the end of January, we 

stopped at a rest area in Georgia.  We saw this 1974 Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme 

with 387,000 miles on it.  The owner bought this Oldsmobile brand new and always 

hauled his house trailers with it, traveling around the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

Rockets Just Keep On Rolling! 

Submitted by Jake & Sharon Hoover 

 

 

 

Thank you Jake and Sharon for this great Oldsmobile moment. 

 

 

 

 

 

I had a question last month: Where was the first three-color signal light installed?  Answer: 
Detroit, MI 1919 (Thanks to Dan Evans for the question.) 

 

Question: did anyone notice which Rocket’s name appeared in the January 2015 issue of JWO?  
Answer: P. Macaluso!  He was c.c.’d in an old letter. 
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MCR SERVICE TEAM 
 

 

President  Alan Wilcox president@motorcityrockets.com 

Vice President Dave Tucker vicepresident@motorcityrockets.com 

Treasurer  Dave Engle treasurer@motorcityrockets.com 

Secretary  Cindy Klemm secretary@motorcityrockets.com 

Activities  Jeff Pregler events@motorcityrockets.com 

Merchandise  Cindy Klemm merchandise@motorcityrockets.com 

Historian   Dorothy Maseles historian@motorcityrockets.com 

Webmaster  Brian Lorway webmaster@motorcityrockets.com 

Membership  Steve Apking membership@motorcityrockets.com 

Newsletter/  Jill Woodward editor@motorcityrockets.com 

 Photographer   

 

 

 

mailto:president@motorcityrockets.com
mailto:vicepresident@motorcityrockets.com
mailto:treasurer@motorcityrockets.com
mailto:secretary@motorcityrockets.com
mailto:events@motorcityrockets.com
mailto:merchandise@motorcityrockets.com
mailto:historian@motorcityrockets.com
mailto:webmaster@motorcityrockets.com
mailto:membership@motorcityrockets.com
mailto:editor@motorcityrockets.com


12 

 

 


